JOHN   STUART   MILL

When the promoters of the movement to return him
to the House of Commons as one of the representatives
of Westminster at the General Election of 1865, came
to canvass the local electors, the first great difficulty
they had to contend with was that three out of every
four of the honest traders and shopkeepers had hardly
ever heard of him ; and the few who knew anything of
Ms books had a vague impression that the author was
long since dead and buried.   Not a few of the older
electors of "Westminster confused Mm in their minds
with Ms father, James Mill, the historian of British
India and the friend of Jeremy Bentham; and they
had it in their minds that there was but one Mill, and
they knew that that Mill was in the grave.    The very
men who formed the executive of his committee could
not say that they knew John Stuart Mill even by sight.
Some of the leading Tories in Westminster, half in jest
and half for a serious electioneering purpose, sent abroad
an appalling report that there was no such man in ex-
istence as John Stuart Mill.    4Do you know Mr. Mill
yourself?   Did you ever see him?' was a question often:
put in perfect good faith to some of us who helped to
canvass for Mr. Mill in Westminster.   In most cases
the earnest canvasser had to answer that question with
an apologetic negative, and with an assurance, often
doubtfully received, that when the proper time carne
Mr. Mill would be seen upon a public platform.    Mill,
I should say, had positively declined to take any part
in the work of canvassing.   The services of Dr. Chap-
man were brought into pressing requisition, because he
was one of the very few concerned in the election who
could really boast of  a personal   acquaintance with
Stuart Mill.   Yet when Mill came to stand before the
electors of Westminster and to address them from a
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